THE LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY VIII

xvn.To LISLE

[Ion. 9, 1543.]

RIGHT TRUSTY AND RIGHT WELL BELOVED COUSIN, we greet you
well.    Letting you wit that considering with ourself how that we
do at this time stay our sword and force lying on the Borders, and
that we be not yet by any certain mean assured that the borderers
of Scotland shall do the semblable : we have thought that it should
much confer both the surety of our Borders, and to the advance-
ment of the strength and force of our party, to have a proclama-
tion made upon all our Marches, that whatsoever borderer will
come in to you within 15 days next after the making of the same,
and promise to stand with us in the first article concerning the
getting of the child into our hands, and the government of that
realm, subscribing his hand to the same, and also that he shall
not attempt any displeasure to our realm and subjects, the same
so coming in arid promising as aforesaid, to be taken as our friend
and to be so used; and he that will not so do to be reputed as an
enemy to us and our purpose in that behalf, and to be used as an
enemy as opportunity shall serve for the same.   In which matter
we have written to our trusty &c. Sir Richard Southwell Knight
Sec., to feel the opinions of the Scottish Lords now at Darneton,1
and to advertise you of the same; willing and requiring you,
in case you shall perceive by his advertisement that they shall
think the same good and convenient to be put in execution, you
will cause such a proclamation to be incontinently made upon
all our Borders, to the intent you may see who will conform
themselves to it, and who will not, that every man may after be
used according to his deserving.   Furthermore, you shall under-
stand that, albeit it is specified in our former letters and instruc-
tions to Mr. Southwell, you, and Sir Thomas Wharton, that the
special cause of the enterprise to be now made, upon the con-
sultation had amongst them at Darneton, is to get the child, the
person of the Cardinal, and of such as be chief letters of our pur-
pose, and also of the chief holds and fortresses, into our hands; yet
no mention is made, to whom the said castles and fortresses shall
in that case be delivered. Wherefore, like as we have also written
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